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of the Factory ; and one of the bricklayers engaged in the work
of construction, William Gallacher, who also was taken over by
the Company with the completed Factory, was still in 1923 in
the service of the Company at Ardeer Factory as foreman brick-
layer. The site, as at the date of the first planning of the Factory,
may be put as extending to about one hundred acres. Remotely
set amidst the wide tract of sand-dunes that lies north of the
River Garnock along the sea-front, it was an establishment which
could always be sure of plenty of " elbow-room," and, in view of
the expansion brought about in the course of the years, that was
quite a fortunate matter.
The work of construction occupied about two years. On the
I3th January, 1873, the first charge of nitro-glycerine was made at
the factory, and an organisation destined to become the greatest
of its kind in the world entered the new industry. The industry
as such was then about six years old. From a world-output of
eleven tons of dynamite in 1867, production had risen to 1,350 tons
in 1872. It will be seen, therefore, how quickly nitro-glycerine as
a blasting agent, in the form of dynamite, was shedding the stigma
brought upon the explosive by its premature use in the form of
" blasting oil." The value of dynamite was being rapidly and
widely recognised, the demand was insistent and growing, and the
price obtained for the product was certainly substantial, when the
first contribution of the Ardeer Factory was successfully made
under the management of Mr. McRoberts.
From the very outset, the spirit of Research seems to have
settled over the Ardeer Factory- Improvement—experiment—
improvement—the work of production and the search for better
methods of production going on together—so the life of the Factory
has continued. Associated with Mr. McRoberts in the production
of that first charge of nitro-glycerine fifty years ago was one
Factory notable—William, MacDonald—whose personal recollec-
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